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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


THE following discourse on “Revelation and Judgment” was delivered by 
President Wilford Woodruff at the Weber Stake Conference held in Ogden, 
Sunday, July 15, 1894:— 

I feel very refreshed to get away from home once in a while and mingle 
with the people, and listen to the teachings, revelations and prophecies of 
the prophets, apostles, seers and revelators among the Latter-day Saints. 
I am glad to meet with the Saints to-day in Ogden. 

I have a good many things upon my mind that I do not expect I shall 
express here this afternoon; but a few things I want to say. 

The subject of revelation is frequently referred to. We occupy a posi- 
tion before God, angels and men, and at least one world, that is very in- 
teresting and important. God never gave to man a dispensation of more 
importance than the one you and I live in; and to suppose that this Zion 
of God, this great work of preparing the way for the final triumph of the 
Son of God and the establishment of His throne and kingdom on earth, 
could pass through a generation without revelation is one of the most 
mysterious things on the face of the earth. God never had a people ora 
church in any age of the world that was not governed by men who held 
the Holy Priesthood and the keys of the kingdom of God, and those men 
were obliged to have revelation. We have the records containing some of 
their revelations before us. 

With regard to this dispensation I want to give you some of my views: 
In the first place, the dispensation was pointed out and proclaimed 
through the mouth of almost every prophet that has ever dwelt in the 
flesh. These prophets pointed to this Zion, to this work, to this gathering 
together, and to the warning of the world by prophets, apostles and eldars 
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called of God to go out and proclaim the Gospel and warn the nations, 
that they might be left without excuse in the day of God’s visitation of 
judgment upon the world. There is no Elder who has gone out to preach 
and who has baptized anybody but knows that he has had to have revel- 
ation to enable him to magnify his calling. He could not live without 
this and do his duty. In the commencement of this work the Lord raised 
up a man to bea prophet, seer and revelator. Joseph Smith was kept in 
the spirit world for thousands of years to be born in the flesh at the right 
time, and to be inspired of God, to be visited by Him, and to be qualified 
and prepared for the mission given into his hands. How long did Joseph 
Smith live in the flesh after he organized this Church? A little over four- 
teen years. What did he do during that time? He organized the Church 
of God, upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus being 
the chief corner-stone. He also gave unto us a code of revelations. No 
more sublime revelations were ever given by God toman. Read the Bible, 
the Book of Mormon, and all the books on earth, and then read these 
revelations, and you will see the Spirit of God, not only in him, but in the 
dispensation in which these revelations were given. He gave us a found- 
ation to work upon, and revelations to guide us and carry us into the 
celestial kingdom. The question may be asked, How is it with regard to 
those that followed him? Where are the revelations of President Young? 
Do you find them on record? Only a few; but the Holy Ghost and the 
revelations of God were with Brigham Young from the day that he re- 
ceived this Gospel until the day that he laid down his life and his taber- 
nacle was carried to the grave. There was no necessity particularly for 
Brigham Young to give written revelation, only in a few instances. So 
with John Taylor. So with Wilford Woodruff. And soin a great meas- 
ure probably with all who may follow us, until the coming of the Son of 
man. But are we without revelation? Weare not. We know our duty, 
and in a measure we know what lies before us. Some of the people have 
had the idea that the Presidency of this Church and the Twelve Apostles 
should have nothing to do with temporal matters. Well, we would be in 
a bad fix if we did not deal in temporal matters. Joseph Smith stood at 
the head of this dispensation all the days he dwelt in the flesh. So did 
Brigham Young. I traveled with Brigham Young at home and abroad, 
and I never saw a day in my life but what he had the spirit and power of 
revelation of God with him. This power was with him when he came to 
this land. It was with him when he laid the foundations of our temples, 
and when he laid out the city of Salt Lake. He did all these things by 
the inspiration and Spirit of Almighty God. 

The Lord requires a great deal of this people. The Elders of Israel were 
called from the various occupations of life to go and preach the Gospel. 
They preached to you in your native lands. They told you, in the name 
of the Lord, if you would receive the Gospel, repent of your sins, and be 
baptized for the remission of them, you should receive the Holy Ghost. 
Did you not receive it? Yes, you did, or else you have no business here. 
You would not be here if you had not been inspired by the Spirit of God. 
These are truths, and you know them for yourselves. The fruits of the 
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Gospel have been manifest from the beginning of this Church, and will 
be until the scene is wound up. 

I saw a curious thing here to-day as I came to meeting. | saw a military 
camp at the depot. It brought a flood of reflections to my mind. I traveled 
with Joseph Smith, sixty years ago this summer, one thousand miles, to 
Jackson County, Missouri, our brethren having been driven by a military 
body from their homes. We went up there and accomplished all we were 
sent to do. We have had military gatherings in this land for the last 
sixty years. We had quite a military display in Jackson County. We had 
a military gathering in Clay County. We had a military gathering in 
Ray County, and in Caldwell County. What were all these military 
gatherings for? Was their object to protect the railroads of the nation? 
Not at all. What was their purpose? It was to drive the Latter-day 
Saints, to destroy them, to take their property, and root them out of the 
earth if they had the power; and except for the power of God they would 
have accomplished it. I was singularly struck in looking at this military 
body. What are they here for? Are they here to drive the “Mormons” 
out of Ogden? It does not look like it. I think it is to protect the pro- 
perty of these railroads. What doesall thismean? Does it not mean that 
there is a change of affairs in the earth? What are the signs of the times? 


Do the Latter-day Saints comprehend them? This is a fast age. The | 


Lord is going to cut His work short in righteousness. Read these revela- 
tions, for they contain the history of what is going to pass in the earth 
The Lord said to Joseph in the beginning of this Church :— 
Behold, verily I say unto you, the angels are crying unto the Lord day 
— night, who are ready and waiting to be sent forth to reap down the 
elds ; 
But the Lord saith unto them, pluck not up the tares while the blade 
yet tender, (for verily your faith is weak), lest you destroy the wheat 


sO. 

Therefore let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is 
fully ripe, then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the 
and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo! the tares are boun 
in bundles, and the field remaineth to be burned. 

What is the matter with the world to-day? What has created this 
change that we see coming over the world? Why these terrible earth- 
quakes, tornadoes, and judgments? What is the meaning of all these 
mighty events that are taking place? The meaning is, these angels that 
have been held for many years in the temple of our God have got their 
liberty to go out and commence their mission and their work in the earth, 
and théy are here to-day in the earth. I feel bold in saying this to the 
Latter-day Saints. There is a meaning in these judgments. The word of 
the Lord cannot fall unfulfilled. If you want to know what is coming to 
pass, read the revelations of St. John, read the Book of Mormon and the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and these things are at our doors. What 
is the matter with this nation? Thousands of men striking, mobs rising 
up and destroying property, and tribulation prevailing! I want to say 
that you will all find before you are many years older that Utah is a 
pretty good place to live in. 
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So far as our temporal matters are concerned, we have got to go to work 
and provide for ourselves. The day will come when, as we have been told, 
we shall all see the necessity of making our own shoes and clothing and 
raising our own food, and uniting together to carry out the purposes of 
the Lord. We will be preserved in the mountains of Israel in the day of 
God’s judgment. I therefore say to you, my brethren and sisters, prepare 
for that which is to come. You havea great future before you. There is 
a change coming over the world with regard to Zion. The day is coming 
when the world will say, “Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the 
inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand.” They will 
find that the power of God is with this people. We want to prepare our- 
selves for this, and sanctify ourselves before the Lord that we may be pre- 
pared to carry out our mission. 

Revelation is with us, and itis with you. Let us be united and do our 
duty. Search the Scriptures, for they testify of these things. I pray God 
that His blessings may be over us, that our eyes may be opened to see, 
our ears to hear, and our hearts to understand the things of the kingdom 
of God, that we may be prepared to work with those upon the other side 
of the veil; for these great events that are rolling upon the earth will 
come to pass, and no power on earth can stay them. They are declared 
by the revelations of God and must be fulfilled. God bless us all and lead 
us into all truth, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


DESCRIPTION OF ALEPPO. 


Exper F. A. Huisu, laboring in Aleppo, Asiatic Turkey, gives the following 
description of that ancient city, in writing to the MILLENNIAL STaR:— 

This city (Aleppo) first fell under the Saracen power in the year 635, 
three years after the death of Mahommed under the caliph Omar, the second 
from the prophet. The next year Omar defeated the Egyptians and 
burned the famous library at Alexandria, saying: “If the books agree 
with the Koran, they are useless and unnecessary; if they disagree they 
are pernicious and should be destroyed.” This fanatical fellow seems to 
occupy considerable space in the hearts of the Moslem Turks as is indi- 
cated by a very beautiful mosque, perhaps the second finest in all Turkey, 
built to his memory. It stands upon the same ground that Solomon’s 
temple stood upon in Jerusalem and is called the “Mosque of Omar.” I 
think it was erected to his memory because of his exploits in Egypt. It 
takes two dollars to sufficiently remove the crust or vapor of sacredness 
which surrounds its walls to secure entrance inside, and then it can only 
be had in company with your consul who must obtain your adwission. 

Aleppo about 1145 was one of the capitals of Noureddin, a powerful 
prince of the Attabeks, but in 1187 it was taken by the gallant Saladin. 
It has been in the hands of one or other of the Mohammedan factions for 
over 1200 years and is therefore a very good place in which to judge of 
their energy and enterprise. Until the last century they have held un- 
disputed sway without a rival and they are in the great majority yet, 
though the Christians are increasing. 
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It is said that not many years ago a Christian was obliged to walk in 
the middle of the street where the animals go, not being allowed to walk 
on the sides, but now they have the same rights in this respect as the 
Moslems, and to see them on the street you are not able to distinguish 
between them, except sometimes by the style of their dress. 

In the centre of the city stands a little mountain occupying fifteen or 
twenty acres of ground and about 250 feet high. It was made perhaps 
in the feudal days, and the great excavation from which the earth was 
taken for its erection surrounds its base. Its sides, which in some places 
are rock masonry, are so steep that it is impossible to climb them. It is 
flat on top and around the edge stands a stone wall twenty to thirty feet 
high and very thick. Every few yards a cannon pokes its nose over the 
top of the wall all around. There is but one entrance to it which is by a 
stone bridge reaching from the outer edge of the excavation at the bottom 
to the wall, at the top of which there are some massive iron doors. The 
buttresses supporting the bridge extend up above it, and a pair of iron 
doors swing at each one of them, being always guarded by soldiers. It 
appears almost impregnable and I think Pompey himself would have a 
task to take it should he make the trial now. Surrounding this castle 
and built up close to it is the city containing 200,000 people. It is like 
one solid or continuous house, for all the buildings join each other so 
closely that there is not room for an ordinary clothes-line in the whole 
city. Most of the houses are of one story, a very, very few of them reach- 
ing three stories high. The tops are always flat covered with dirt, or, 
sometimes, with cement. A flight of steps leads up and considerable work 
is done up there that cannot be done below. The clothes-lines are all up 
there and the dyeing of cloth and of the materials to make cloth is done 
there, so that viewed from the roof the city has the appearance of a vast 
laundry. You can almost walk over the city on the tops of the houses. 

There are only a few streets in the city, and each one of them runs in 
almost every direction and is so narrow that a camel with a couple of 
sacks on his back crowds the pedestrians against the walls. A great deal 
of rubbish and slops are thrown into the streets, and you must keep your 
eyes open or you will catch some of it on your head, and, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the street sweepers who haul the trash away on the backs of 
little donkeys, they are very dirty and filthy, good nurseries for cholera 
and other diseases. 

In the business portions of the city the streets are covered over, the top 
making it almost dark in the middle of the day. I think the interior of 
the business houses and stores will not average more than ten feet square, 
and the counters are always along the front so that customers stand on 
the street while buying their goods. There is room enough on the inside 
only for the salesman to stand. 

There are so many people on the streets sometimes that you can scarcely 
walk the distance of one of our blocks in half an hour. 

Not more than a few dozen trees of any kind, except small ones grow- 
ing in boxes in the houses, can be found in the place, though surrounding 
the city are quiet a number of gardens growing figs, olives and some other 
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fruits. The town has a dull, drowsy appearance and from the outside it 
appears more so, as all you see is occasionally a caravan of camels or mules 
going noiselessly in or out of the city, loaded with goods. I have many 
times seen the merchants asleep in their shops. 

The Moslems, Jews and Christians live in quarters by themselves and do 
not associate or mingle with each other more than they can help. They 
never intermarry with one another and I am told that a Moslem would 
kill his son or daughter should they attempt to marry with Jew or Chris- 
tian, and under their marriage system, or customs, such a thing would be 
impossible anyway. Some of the more fanatical Moslems, it is said, curse 
their children should they let a Christian touch them in passing along the 
street. Every exit from the city is through a cemetery and it seems like 
they contain more people than the city does. The grave-making has been 
going on for several thousand years perhaps. 

The Moslem and Christian cemeteries can easily be distinguished as the 
stones in the former stand upright while those of the latter lie flat on the 
ground. A cemetery is not a sacred place here as it is at home, but rather 
the contrary; it is a place of amusement and recreation and a pleasure 
resort on holidays. A few weeks ago I walked out in the afternoon of a 
Christian holiday with one or two of my friends to see how the day was 
spent, and I was much surprised to see hundreds of people congregated in 
one of the principal cemeteries. They were sitting on the grave-stones 
in groups (apparently friends or acquaintances together) talking and 
laughing and eating parched peas and watermelon seeds, and doing 
nothing else; no celebration or proceedings of any kind, but sit and talk 
and eat seeds all day. These seeds are the favorite confectionery here, or 
a substitute for it at least. Even at weddings they are passed around as 
choice candies of fifty cents per pound would be in America. It is hard to 
find a person on a holiday without a pocket full of watermelon seeds. 

Not far east of here over the Euphrates lies Haran where father 
Abraham was living when called to go south to the land of Canaan and 
this place was inhabited likely at that time by some of the sons of Shem. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The United States has at last admitted Colombia to the benefits of the reciprocity treat- 
ies with other South American Republics. 


A cyclone broke over Albi, France, and the neighborhood, September 5, uprooting trees, 
carrying away roofs, and, followed as it was by a storm of hail, sowing disaster broadcast. 
The vineyards are destroyed. 

The Romanian Government has decided to issue a four per cent. redeemable loan of the 
nominal amount of 120,000,000 francs for railway and public works purposes. It has been 
taken by a German syndicate. 


The Louisiana sugar planters have sent counsel to Washington, U.S. A., to begin suits 


against the United States for the recovery of sugar bounties for the remainder of this year. 
These are estimated at $11,000,000. 


The Berliner Tageblatt has received from Athens, Greece, the news that in well-informed 
circles there negotiations are said to be going on between England and Turkey in reference 
to a proposed exchange of Cyprus, plus twelve millions sterling, for Crete. 
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It is officially announced that on June 30, the king of Corea declared himself indepen- 
dent of China and appealed to Japan to assist him in driving the Chinese from Asan with 
the assistance of the Corean troops. The same date Corea renounced all treaties with 
China. 

A disastrous fire occurred at the car building works of the Lake Shore Railway Com- 
pany at Erie, Penn., U.S. A., September 24. The whole of the valuable plant of the 
company, one of the largest in the world, was destroyed. The damage is estimated at 
upwards of $300,000. Another fire occurred in the village of Croton Falls, New York, 
which nearly destroyed it. The principal hotel in the place, eight stores, and the tele- 
graph office were burned. The damage is estimated at nearly $200,000. 


Louis Albert Philippe d’Orleans, Comte de Paris, son of the late Duc d’Orleans, and 
grandson of the late Louis Philippe, King of the French, died at Stowe-house, Bucking- 
ham, September 8. He was born at Paris, August 24, 1838, and was only ten years of 
age when the revolution of February, 1848, broke out. Accompanied by his heroic 
mother, the late Duchess of Orleans, he witnessed the stormy scene in the French Cham- 
bers which fellowed that event. He bad finally to leave France with her. They first 
proceeded to Eisenach, in Saxe-Weimar, and shortly afterwards took up their abode in 
England, which since that date has been, it may almost be said, his home. In the autumn 
of 1861 the young Comte de Paris and his brother, the Duc de Chartres, accompanied by 
their uncle, the Prince de Joinville, proceeded to the United States, shortly after the 
Civil War broke out, and on arriving at Washington were cordially welcomed by the 
Federal Government and by General M’Clellan, who proposed that the young princes 
should serve on his staff. The two brothers entered the service with the rank of captains 
of volunteers, stipulating that they were to receive no pay and that they should be free 
to resign their appointments whenever they might wish todo so. They were present at 
the sieges of Richmond and Yorktown, the battles of Williamsburg and Fair Oaks, and 
the retreat of James River. They remained on General M’Clellan’s staff until the con- 
clusion of the campaign in Virginia, in 1862, when they left the service and returned to 
Europe. 

On Saturday and Sunday, September 15 and 16, a great battle was fought at Ping Yang, 
Corea, between the Japanese and Chinese, the latter being completely defeated. During 
Thursday and Friday previous, the Japanese columns had been concentrating around the 
Chinese position, and on Saturday artillery and rifle fire was kept up for the greater part 
of the day, without much ground being gained by the assailants; but in the meantime 
their flanking columns had gotten in the rear of the Chinese, and early on Sunday morning 
a combined attack was made on all sides. The Chinese were taken by surprise, became 
panic-stricken, and offered scarcely any resistance. In half an hour the Ping Yang en- 
trenchments were in the possession of the Japanese, who killed, wounded, or captured 
16,000 of the enemy, with all the stores, provisions, arms, and ammunition in the camp, 
their own loss being trifling. The Chinese admit the defeat but claim they lost only 
7,000. As the prisoners taken by the Japanese number over 14,000, from present fairly 
well authenticated reports, the statement that the loss exceeded 16,000 is doubtless cor- 
rect. On September 17 a great naval battle was fought between the two opposing fleets. 
The Chinese fleet of some sixteen vessels was acting as convoy to a number of transports 
bearing troops to be landed in Corea. It had entered the estuary at the mouth of Yalu 
River when it found itself trapped by the Japanese fleet which hove in sight. A fearful 
battle ensued during which four Chinese vessels were sunk and at least two stranded and 
barned. The Chinese claim that three Japanese warships were sunk, but this is denied 
by the Japanese who say that only one ship was so damaged that it has to be put in the 
dock and that the rest of the damage can be repaired at sea. The Chinese troops were 
landed after which the Chinese fleet disappeared. As Japan virtually controls the Corean 
waters, the landed troops are cut off from supplies and may prove an easy prey to the now 
exultant Japanese. So far there is no interference by European powers. A dispatch 
alleges that Japan has formed an alliance with France and Russia, but this is denied. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1894. 


MORE BOOK OF MORMON EVIDENCE. 


An American paper of recent date, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, gives 
an account of a relic of American antiquity. This relic is said to be a 
sword of bronze and hammered iron, bearing inscriptions, the character of 
which is acknowledged to be Chaldaic. It was secured some seven years 
ago by a curiosity dealer who purchased it from an Indian in Yucatan, 
and it is now the property of Senor Gonzale M. Moliner, a resident of the 
City of Mexico, who will soon lay it before the Smithsonian Institute. A 
full description of the the sword with its ancient writings is given in the 
account. To the Latter-day Saints this discovery is not at all strange, 
though to the world in general it may be mysterious. The paper, com- 
menting on this discovery, says :— . 

There will shortly be presented to the savants of Europe and America a 
relic of antiquity rescued from the dust of the dim dawn of human life in 
the Western World, which promises to at once throw light on the origi 
of man in the Western Hemisphere, and prove the open sesame to further 
reading of the early races of the earth in the far east. 

It is with difficulty that one can suppress a smile on reading this com- 
ment. For more than sixty years the “Open Sesame” to the history of the 
people who once dwelt on the American continent as well as the early 
races of the far east so far as the American ancients are connected with 
them, has been in existence and has been offered to the world as a solution 
to the mystery enveloping this ancient people, but it has been rejected by 
the majority. That “Open Sesame” is the Book of Mormon. 

Archaeologists are laboring assiduously to unearth relics supposed to be 
hidden in the ruined cities of Central and the northern part of South 
America, in the ancient mounds, and in the habitations and tombs of the 
cliff-dwellers. To them each discovery forms a key to a portion of the 
history they seek. The discovery of a sword bearing Chaldean characters 
is of the greatest value in their eyes. But the discovery of a number of 
gold plates covered with characters, some of which may have been similar 
if not identical with those found on the sword, is considered of no value. 
This may seem a paradox, but it is nevertheless true. The cause for this 
lies in the fact that the discovery of these plates was not a matter of 
chance or accident, and the translation of their inscriptions was not the 
work of man’s wisdom. To be plainer: Joseph Smith was guided by the 
instructions of an angel to the spot where these plates lay hidden, and 
they were translated by the power of God instead of by the imperfect 
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knowledge of the ancient languages possessed by man to-day. For these 
reasons that discovery has been, and is still, rejected. 

Let us look at it from another point of view. The sword recently dis- 
covered, even if the inscriptions upon it be read aright, can indicate only 
in an indefinate way the origin of the people once occupying America. It 
can not give their history in any degree whatever. In fact it will only 
intensify the mystery inasmuch as it will destroy former theories of the 
origin of the Indians. The Book of Mormon, however, tells us all that can 
be desired. It gives the names of two families that left Jerusalem 600 
years before Christ and were miraculously guided to the western coast of 
South America, where they took up their abode. They were of Israelitish 
descent; one family consisted of the father, Lehi, his wife and four un- 
married sons, the other of the father, Ishmael, his wife, two sons and their 
families, and five daughters; they were also accompanied by Zoram a 
servant of one of the Fathers in Israel. On the American continent they 
grew into a mighty people; but dissensions had arisen, even on the 
journey, and these gradually grew into hatred, the two oldest sons of 
Lehi rebelling. Two distinct people were thus formed, one being called 
Lamanites, and the other Nephites. The Lamanites, being wicked, were 


cursed by God and became a dark skinned people. They were the pro | 


genitors of the American Indians. The Nephites were a white people that 
became skilled in manufacture, agriculture and architecture. The two 
peoples were most of the time at war with each other, the Nephites, who 
were generally defending themselves against Lamanite attacks, finally 
being exterminated, God having forsaken them because they had dwindled 
into unbelief and wickedness. Of all this the Book of Mormon informs us. 
It gives a history of the religion of these people, of their wars with each 
other, of the coming of the Savior, of the upheavals and convulsions of 
nature at the time of His crucifixion and death during which many of 
their largest cities were buried in the earth, of the Savior’s visit to this 
people after His resurrection, of the establishment of His church among 
them, of their extinction and the burial of their records—all this is told by 
the Book of Mormon. It furnishes a complete history and clears all 
mystery regarding the ancient inhabitants of America. 

The recent discoveries only serve to substantiate the Book of Mormon and 
its descriptions of cities, localities, customs, etc., matters which in past 
years have been ridiculed asimpossible. As recent discoveries in Asia are 
verifying the truth of the Bible so these discoveries in America are adding 
evidence to the truth of the Book of Mormon. Yet this latter, the 
greatest discovery of all, is rejected. 

Can we expect anything else? Scarcely. We see thousands abandoning 
the Gospel as taught in the Scriptures and delving into the myths and 
traditions of oriental religions for what they call original truths, rammag- 
ing among the ruins of what once was in preference to accepting the plain 
truth as given by the Savior. So to-day we see the scientific world search- 
ing among the ruins of cities built hundreds and thousands of years ago, 
to learn a little of America’s ancient inhabitants, in preference to accept- 
ing their entire history at the hands of the instruments chosen by God to 
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bring it to light. But let the world go on in their endeavor to get at the 
truth without the aid of revelation. All that they do discover will become 
simply additional evidence of the truth of the Book of Mormon and the 
latter-day work begun in this century. J. V. B. 


In the report of Dr. William Wallace who has been among the Indians in 
south-west America, he states that a new discovery of pre-historic relics was 
made in the Chaca Canyon, north western New Mexico, about seventy-five 
miles from San Juan River. Among the party was an architect from Pitts- 
burg, Pa. The Doctor says: ‘We were traveling down the canyon, which 
is about half a mile wide, when we came upon the largest prehistoric build- 
ing I have everseen. I have visited hundreds of ruins in Colorado, Arizona 
and New Mexico, but never saw anything approaching this one in size. The 
building is of elongated circular form and stands at the bottomof the canyon. 
The architect made careful measurement and we took a number of photo- 
graphs of the ruins. According to the architect, the structure was origin- 
ally seven stories high and contained 1,200 to 1,400 rooms. At the bottom 
we found a number of underground rooms which are supposed to have 
been places for holding secret meetings. The building is yet five or six 
stories high in places and is in a remarkable state of preservation. It will 
well repay a most careful inspection by scientists, as it is perhaps the 
largest single ruin to be found on the continent.” It is further stated that 
the party made a long search but failed completely in locating the burying 
ground of the strange people who lived in the canyon. From experience 
in finding the graves of the extinct race, Dr. Wallace is certain that the 
people were not cremationists and that a rich find of pottery and Aztec 
jewels will be made some day in the canyon. His theory is that the people 
buried their dead in caves of the cliffs and sealed up the entrances so skill- 
fully as to avoid detection. He estimates that a city of 30,000 inhabitants 
centuries ago occupied the great building and its immediate vicinity. 


THE Deseret News says that the season in Utah will be remembered as 
one of the most delightful and bounteous in her history. The earlier and 
the later rains have not failed; there has been heat and sunshine enough 
to produce teeming crops in field and orchard, and yet not so much as to 
seriously oppress the inhabitant. No one has needed to go north or into 
the mountain tops seeking summer comfort, for with the exhilarating 
Lake easy of access in the warmer days, and the cool nights of even the 
hottest spell, recuperation and rest have been furnished cheaply and 
abundantly to all. But contrast is sometimes necessary to cause a full 
appreciation of one’s own condition, and for that reason the following is 
quoted from the Springfield, Mass., Republican: “The story of this sum- 
mer is one of impoverished fields, deteriorated crops, dried up springs and 
brooks and wells, pastures that cannot fill the cows’ bags with milk, mow- 
ings that scarcely furnish the barns with provender for the winter. We 
have had no rain in this region to amount to anything since the first of 
May—and all over the country in our temporate North American zone 
there have been few spots where anything better can be said. There have 
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been scarcely any electric storms—the crash and roll of the thunder would 
be a delightful sound to us, so rare has been anything of the sort. There 
is no danger that the year 1894 will be soon forgotten. It stands by itself 
as the cruelest year of sunshine that a whole long generation has known.” 


AccorpInG to the British and Foreign Bible Society, there is little 
chance for circulation of the Bible in Japan. The society says of that 
country: “ The progress of Christianity seems to pause before the absorp- 
tion of the people in their new political passions.” Some visitors to Japan, 
however, say that the trouble is that the Japanese, eager to receive every- 
thing of Western civilization, have welcomed the missionaries of all sects 
of Christianity, and now they are greatly puzzled over the rival claims of 
the different denominations. 


_ “THe Church of Apostolic Faith and Order” is the name of a new religi- 
ous sect which has been started in St. Louis, U.S.A. The members are mostly 
Baptists, and their leader, the Rev. H. W. Evans, is an old Baptist minis- 
ter. The movement is intended for a return to primitive Christianity, to 
the time when choirs, pew rent, salaried ministers and other refinements 


of modern religion were unknown. The members assert that this move- 


ment is due to general dissatisfaction among Baptists. 
4 


ArrIvALs.—The following missionaries prrived in Liverpool from Utah, 
via Glasgow, per Anchor steamer Hthiopia, Wednesday, September 26, 
1894: For Scandinavia—Peter Jensen of Mantua, Box Elder County; H. 
S. Rasmussen of Salt Lake City ; Christopher Ivorsen of Ephraim, Sanpete 
County; C. E. Cederstrom of Salt Lake City. For Great Britain—Daniel 
Stevens of Fillmore, Millard County; Reuben Gardner of Pine Valley, 
Washington County; Samuel H. Parker of Taylorsville, Salt Lake County; 
Edwin J. Winder of Mill Creek, Salt Lake County. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder William T. Jones has been honor- 
ably released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference 
owing to ill health, and is permitted to return home, October 11, 1894. 

Elder Andrew Wallwork has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home, October 
11, 1894. 

Elders Daniel Stevens and Reuben Gardner have been appointed to labor 
as Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder Samuel H. Parker has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Edwin J. Winder has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


Tue Latter-day Saints of the Sheffield Conference held their semi-annual 
conference in the Dolphin Chambers’ Assembly Room, Doncaster, Sunday, 
September 23, 1894. Three very interesting meetings were held during 
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the day, in each of which those principles that were “ordained from before 
the foundation of the world” for the salvation of mankind were clearly 
elucidated and sealed by the fervent testimonies of the Elders who were 
privileged tospeak. We were much disappointed in not having the presence 
of our beloved president, Brother Lund; but we are pleased to know that 
the Saints in other lands are now privileged to rejoice in his wise counsel 
as much as we have learned to do. 

There were present: Elder E. 8. Horsley, of the Leeds Conference; W. 
H. Streeper, Jr., president of, and Jas. T. Lovett, Jos. 8. Robison, F. W. 
Simmons, Henry Holyoak, Heber J. Mulliner, Jos. R. Price, Henry O. 
Baddley, W. L. Webb and Herschel Bullen, Jr., Traveling Elders in, the 
Sheffield Conference. Quite a number of strangers attended our meetings 
to hear for themselves the pleasing story of the Gospel truths instead of 
taking the bare statements of those who are not of us and who delight in 
belittling and defaming the work of God. 

The statistical report of the Conference and the report of the labors of 
the Elders were read by the clerk, as follows: High Priests 1; Seventies 
9; Elders 15; Priests 5; Deacons 11; members 140; total officers and 
members 181. Houses visited 8,134; tracts distributed 24,983; Gospel 
conversations 885; general meetings held 140; open-air meetings 13; 
Sunday schools 30; books sold 19; books loaned 162; books given away 
58. Baptisms 14; confirmations 14; rebaptized 2; baptized for health 1; 
excommunicated 5; died 1; children blessed 7. 

The general authorities of the Church and of the European Mission, and 
the President and Traveling Elders of the Sheffield Conference, were pre 
sented and unanimously sustained. 

We closed the day’s work with a well attended open-air meeting, and all 
returned to their homes feeling that truly we had had a day full of cause 
for rejoicing. Two Priesthood meetings were held, one on Saturday even- 
ing at 7:30, and one on Monday morning at 10 o’clock, at which the Elders 
reported their labors and the condition of their respective districts, re- 
ceived instructions from their president and transacted such other busi- 
ness as naturally comes before such meetings. 

F. W. Clerk of Conference. 


UNEARTHING AN ANCIENT AMERICAN CITY. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Deseret News signing himself Greme, gives some 
interesting particulars of the unearthing of an ancient city in Guatemala. 
It is too long for publication in full in the Star, but the following extracts 
have been made :— 

There has been discovered, and is now being unearthed, a great city 
which probably was one of those buried 1860 years ago, on the day when 
Christ was crucified and the Savior of the world was nailed on Calvary’s 
cross. This buried city, which flourished on this continent ere the birth 
of the Maya-Quiche civilization that elicited the admiration of Cortez and 
his coadjutors and immediate successors, is distant but about three miles 
east from the Ciudad Vieja (old city) of the early Europeans in Guatemala 
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—Santiago de los Cubulleros, the first capital of the modern state. The 
new discovery is on the Pompeii plantation of Manuel J.-Alvarado, on the 
slope of the Volcan de Agua (watery volcano). The plantation aquired its 
name from the ancient ruins which exist on it, and regarding which the 
natives have many interesting traditions. 

Of the new discovery, however, there is no tradition among the natives 
now residing in the locality which connects it with the present age. So 
far as the people there are concerned, its record is wholly obscured in the 
dim and distant past. It was under the orders of Senor Alvarado that the 
excavations now going on were commenced. He had found a few relics, 
and determined to make further search. At one place, at a depth of 
twelve feet below the surface of the mountain slope, he has taken out 
many rare and interesting objects, such as flower pots, earthern vessels for 
domestic use, ancient glazed ware, large vases of exceedingly fine manu- 
facture, covered with engravings and with pictures in brilliant colors 
painted upon them; domestic utensils, such as are discovered among the 
Indian relics in Utah; axes, hammers, tomahawks and war clubs of stone; 
knives and daggers of obsidian, with sharp points and edges: lances and 
lancets of the same material; idols of stone and clay; and well wrought 
jewelry of turquoise and other precious stones, of all ordinay sizes and 


figures. Among the latter was a stone like those worn by Indian royalty . 


of ages ago, on state occasions; it is a rare kind of precious stone of deep 
green colors, capable of the highest polish, and known to the natives as 
the chal-chi-villi stone. Artistically traced symbols and characters, the 
colors apparently as fresh and brilliant as though they had just left the 
artist’s hands, were to be seen on some of the finest vases. 

Deeper down, the investigation revealed that the people who had dwelt 
there were idol worshippers, or at least had figures representative of dei- 
ties or enshrined personages, just as some professed Christians of to-day 
have statues of St. Peter, the Virgin Mary and other notable characters in 
religious history, to which they bow in adoration. There were two classes 
of idols, those of clay and those of stone, many in each class exceedingly 
well formed, showing high knowledge of the sculptors’ art. The clay idols 
show great variety, and are not always of the kind that might be regarded 
as sacred Some of the carved faces wear the tragic mask, but one parti- 
cular figure was that of a fat, pot-bellied, round-faced, plump-cheeked chap, 
the incarnation of merriment and good living. Among an idolatrous 
people he might be easily regarded as deserving reverence as the God of 
Humor. 

Chiseled from a hard brownstone, and representing a person in a 
recumbent position, with head erect and the chin on a line with the body, 
was one figure, the head, face and neck of which were cut to a perfect 
finish ; but the sculptor evidently had not had time to complete his work 
on the entire body. The face is a striking likeness in contour and expres- 
sion of the features of the Hebrew race; while a smaller unfinished stone 
statue is a type of the ideal Lamanite of to-day. On the head of each of 
these figures is a remarkably well executed warrior’s helmet, mounted with 
a clearcut tuft or crest of feathers hanging over a rimless front. Encir- 
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cling it is a wide band, well up on the forehead, ornamented with quad- 
rant figures in bas-relief set closely one within another from the outer 
lines to the centre, all aranged with perfect mathematic precision. The 
figures evidently were intended as monuments of great military leaders. 
In its make-up the helmet closely resembles the pictures handed down to 
us of the headgear worn by the preetorian guards of Rome. 

Other figures there were, of more or less merit, and in different states 
of preservation, and all representing the Indian type of character, except 
one which had the Mongolian cast of slanting moon eyes. There was the 
flat nose, the high cheek bones; and it may be it was intended to preserve 
the peculiarly interesting features of some distinguished person. 

In the actual remains of former human life there was a deeply interest- 
ing field. This was not reached until one of the excavations extended 
thirty feet below the surface, when at the foundation level of several 
houses were found many human skeletons, scattered about the floors as 
though they had fallen there by some sudden casuality. Some were lying 
down, and others were in the sitting posture, just as they were overtaken 
by the storm of mud and water which sealed their fate and consigned them 
to the tomb unattended by funeral service or ceremony. When these 
skeletons were removed from the debris, some of them broke and crumbled 
but others remained firm. Several of them were over six feet in length, 
two or three nearly seven feet. Many were in a good state of preservation, 
some being very beautiful in form. One in particular attracted attention 
from its perfection and symmetry. As was the case with most of them, 
the forehead was broad and high, the cheek bones prominent, and the chin 
projecting. The finely molded hands and feet indicated refinement and 
cultivation. * * * In several vases in the rooms 
excavated was noticeable a feature which might lead one to believe that 
this people had esteemed the head as the noble part of the body, and at 
death had it severed from the trunk and kept it as a sacred relic. In 
glazed clay vases, ornamented with crude figures in gaudy colors, were 
many human skulls. In some of the vases these heads were placed in an 
upright position, the chin on a level with the rim of the vase; in others 
they were face upward. In some, and it probably had been the case with 
all, precious stones were placed in the mouth, and what appeared to be 
nose jewels lay in the nasal cavity. 

From what has been uncovered there is no doubt that the place was a 
thickly populated city, of whose record the natives have lost all knowledge. 
the relics have not been examined yet by archzologists, who may be able 
to give some additional light on the manners and customs of the strange 
dead. There is much more excavating to do, and probably further rich 
finds in store. The excellent state of preservation and the undoubted 
great antiquity of the relics, the ethnological suggestions of the carvings 
and sculpture, and the degree of culture indicated by the paintings, 
engravings, and other features, make the place especially attractive to 
investigators; and it is believed by those who have visited the place, some 
of them persons of education and experience, that this buried city is of far 
greater antiquity than anything of the kind heretofore unearthed in that 
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part of the continent, which is recognized as the earliest home of civiliza- 
tion in North America, at least in post-diluvian days. 

The tragedy which placed the city in its present location, twelve to 
thirty feet or more below ground, may never be written more elaborately 
than it is given by the sacred historian in the Book of Mormon. The 
story is terrible as it is brief. Probably in the raging storm which 
disturbed the earth when its Redeemer hung upon the cross, the above 
cataclysm which enveloped them swept with it from the mountain 
the vast quantities of mud and sand which transformed a city of life into 
a city of the dead. That is a fate the prophetic vision decreed for many 
cities in this land of promise; that is the record made for the same by the 
historian of ancient America; that is the evidence which the present 
appearance of the city on the slopes of Volcan de Agua offers to the obser- 
vant eye and mind. It is the whole narrative of destruction yet given to 
the world. 


**Such the brief page thy story fills— 
Thou ancient city of the hills. 

F’en while I gaze night’s gloomy shade 
Is gathering, as the moonbeams fade. 
They tremble—gleam—then flit away— 
They fade—they vanish down the de 
Lone city of the hills, farewell.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A fire occurred in Salt Lake City, September 4. It originated in a building on East 
Temple street, between South Temple and First South Streets, and caused a loss of about 
$3,500. 

Prof. Richman, tree inspector for Cache County, makes a very satisfactory showing of 
the result of spraying. Where the work was intelligently performed and the law fully 
complied with, it is almost impossible to find worms in orchards which formerly were so 
badly infested as to render the fruit almost worthless. 


The Territorial supreme court, on August 31, appointed John R. Winder receiver of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in place of H. W. Lawrence. The new 
receiver has filed his bond of $100,000, the bondsmen being George Romney, Lewis 8. 
Hills, James Sharp, Henry Dinwoodey, William W. Riter, James T. Little, John C. 
Cutler, Elias A. Smith and John R. Barnes. 

Utah’s oldest Pioneer, one of the brave band of one hundred and forty-three who first 
entered Salt Lake Valley, Charles David Barnum, died at his residence in Salt Lake 
City, Sunday, September 9. The deceased was born on May 9, 1800, at Elisabethtown, 
Canada, and shared in all of the hardships of Utah’s early settlers, both in their wonder- 
ful march across the trackless plains, through untraversed mountains and in subduing the 
wilderness that it might become a fit and pleasing habitation for man. 


On August 28, Governor West appointed as delegates from Utah to the Irrigation 
Congress, Hon. George Q. Cannon, Col. Chas. L. Stevenson and Judge Clesson S§. 
Kinney. The Congress was held at Denver, Colorado, September 3, at which Hon. 
George Q. Cannon was chosen temporary chairman. In accepting the position he gave a 
graphic outline of the settlement of Utah and the opening of irrigation canals, as well as 


the system on which the land was divided among the people, and the benefits derived 
therefrom. 
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